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favor of one). The marriage of Adelaide, countess of Turin, with 
Oddo I., count of Savoy, established the family in Piedmont and made 
obvious for it the " policy of the artichoke ", by pursuing which it be- 
came under Victor Emanuel II., sovereign of United Italy. 

With the marriage of Adelaide's daughter, Bertha, to the Emperor 
Henry IV. Mr. Orton's story expands into the current of European 
politics. It deals at considerable length with Henry's quarrel with the 
papacy and his submission at Canossa; and thenceforth it keeps con- 
stantly in view the relations between Savoy-Piedmont and the Empire. 
Humbert III. allied himself with Frederick Barbarossa, but discreetly 
held aloof, busied with his own private affairs, during the Emperor's 
campaign which ended in the disaster at Legnano. 

The narrative of these episodes supplies the easiest reading in the 
volume. But the occasional page or two of generalization and summing 
up, in which Mr. Orton interprets the significance of medieval life, sur- 
passes the rest in interest, and proves to us that, having mastered his 
details, he has grasped the whole period. He confirms his statements in 
abundant foot-notes; adds in an appendix sixteen early documents; and 
supplies two carefully prepared maps by which the dominions of the 
House of Savoy are shown in c. 1080 and c. 1189. 

William Roscoe Thayer. 

Deutsche Geschichte zur Zeit Maximilians I., 1486-1519. Von 
Kurt Kaser. (Stuttgart and Berlin: J. G. Cotta. 1912. Pp. 
x, 5270 

This is a valuable and scholarly work. Since Heinrich Ulmann pub- 
lished his life of Maximilian I. (1884-1891) no attempt has been made, 
save in the general histories of Germany, to portray as a whole the 
period of the reign of the great Hapsburg Emperor. In the interven- 
ing years a host of monographs and detailed studies of different events 
and aspects of the time have been put forth, and our knowledge of it has 
been greatly increased. It has remained for the author of the vol- 
ume which lies before us to gather up, arrange, and summarize the re- 
sults of these special investigations, and thus to enable the general reader 
of history to keep abreast of the latest developments in this particular 
field. 

The book is essentially, as its title implies, a history of the period of 
Maximilian, and not a biography in the ordinary sense of the word. 
Yet so all-pervading, so wonderfully versatile were the imperial mind 
and character, that there was scarcely an event or a movement of the 
bewilderingly active and complex time in which he lived, that did not 
feel, more or less directly, the impress of his personality. Thus a de- 
scription of the multifarious activities of the German people on the 
eve of the Reformation, resolves itself, perforce, into a picture of the 
brilliant, restless career of the monarch who was its titular head. The 
first two chapters of the book deal with foreign affairs and dynastic 
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policy, and begin, justifiably, with an account of the Emperor's efforts to 
raise Germany out of her military helplessness, by organizing her 
infantry on a national basis, improving its weapons, and otherwise in- 
creasing its efficiency. His success in this respect has earned him the 
title of the Father of the German Landsknecht. If the self-contradic- 
toriness and lack of persistence which characterized his foreign diplo- 
macy prevented his attaining the highest success, and sometimes led him' 
into ridiculous and untenable positions, his dynastic triumphs are un- 
disputed; he is par excellence the founder of Hapsburg greatness. 
Though he carefully avoids dogmatic assertion, the author does not: 
seem entirely to agree with those who hold that Maximilian consistently 
sacrificed his duty toward his German subjects to his zeal for the ag- 
grandizement of his family. The two were not always reconcilable: 
often they were diametrically opposed; but it was Maximilian's ideal to- 
advance them both together; and supporting the one by the other, to 
revive the glories of the medieval Empire through the political suprem- 
acy of the House of Hapsburg, while winning new glories for the House 
of Hapsburg under the protection of the banner of the Empire. 

An interesting chapter deals at length with the various attempts at 
imperial constitutional reform, and the causes of their failure: the last. 
section of it is devoted to a particularly clear and enlightening account 
of the reception of Roman law in the Empire in the end of the fifteenth 
century. The reception was of course primarily the work of the jurists 
and professors of Roman law in the German universities; but the author 
emphasizes the importance of the reorganization of the Reichskammerge- 
richt in 1495 as a factor in carrying a knowledge of its principles- 
throughout the land. Of the three systems of law according to which 
the Kammergericht rendered judgment, the Roman was bound sooner or 
later to prevail over and drive out the German and local; and the fre- 
quency of appeals, which Maximilian did his best to encourage, carried 
the process gradually down into the minor courts. The fourth and 
longest (176 pp.) chapter of the book treats of the "Deutsche Terri- 
torialstaat um 1500". Particularly noteworthy is the unusually mild,, 
nay even favorable, judgment, which it passes on the character, aims, and 
ideals of the average German prince of the time. Differing, as he not 
seldom does, from Ulmann, who held that the distinguishing trait of 
the territorial rulers of Maximilian's day was selfishness and absence 
of solicitude for the common welfare, Kaser maintains that they ex- 
hibited, with a few exceptions, a high, almost paternal, sense of duty 
towards their subjects, great energy in repressing disorder and crime,, 
lively interest in the different economic problems of the day — indeed all' 
those qualities which we usually associate with enlightened despotism. 
The final chapter discusses economic affairs — especially the causes and 
preliminary warnings of the Peasant War of 1825— and here perhaps. 
more than anywhere else in the whole book, the author has rendered 
conspicuous service, in making easily accessible the results of the most 
recent investigations. Works of this kind do not often emanate from the 
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pens of German historians, who are pre-eminently writers of mono- 
graphs and prefer to leave such general history as must be written (even 
of a limited period) to collaborate enterprise. When, as in the present 
case, the field is particularly difficult, owing to the multitude and variety 
of the interests involved, our debt of gratitude is more than usually 
heavy. 

Roger B. Merriman. 

The Government of the Ottoman Empire in the Time of Suleiman 
the Magnificent. By Albert Howe Lybyer, Ph.D., Professor 
of European History, Oberlin College. [Harvard Historical 
Studies, vol. XVIII.] (Cambridge: Harvard University Press; 
London: Henry Frowde; Oxford University Press. 1913. Pp. 
x, 349-) 

This monograph, which was awarded the Toppan prize, is a note- 
worthy contribution to our knowledge of Turkish government. The in- 
troduction gives a brief but careful account of the origins of what the 
author calls " on the whole a durable and useful empire ", origins Mo- 
hammedan and Christian, Oriental and Occidental, Tatar, Sassanid, Sel- 
juk, and Byzantine; and assigns to the Ottoman Turks the great task of 
unifying the Mediterranean lands, to the fair success of which " the world 
probably owes the most of that measure of enlightenment, culture and 
order which can be found in the Levant today ". 

The body of the treatise is an exposition in detail of the two composite 
institutions which unified and governed the Ottoman Empire. To these, 
Professor Lybyer gives the names "the Ottoman Ruling Institution", 
and " the Moslem Institution of the Ottoman Empire ". The grasp of 
the individual unity, the parallelism, and the contrast of the two institu- 
tions is the author's great original contribution, and here he is clear, 
convincing, and well documented, as well as illuminating. No future his- 
torian of Turkey can fail to take into account this analysis nor these 
terms. 

The Ruling Institution is considered as a slave family, a missionary 
institution, an educational system, an army, a court, a nobility, and a 
government. The recruiting of its members from Christian subjects and 
enemies, their conversion to Mohammedanism, and their training for the 
duties of war are first explained, then their military duties and organiza- 
tion, their privileged and noble status, their activity as a household and 
court are described, and finally their direct relations to the government 
are discussed. 

The Moslem Institution of the Ottoman Empire is treated much more 
briefly than the Ruling Institution, as entering less into the government 
of the nation. It is considered in its financial, educational, and judicial 
aspects. 

The title of the treatise might suggest a more direct treatment of 
Suleiman the Magnificent than is given. His reign is taken as the point 



